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November 30, 2014     Genesis 6 

 

The Flood is Coming for Good Reasons 

 

I.  Because of Evil 

 

Genesis chapters 4 and 5 expounds upon what happened with the offspring of Adam and Eve.  These two 

chapters show a great contrast between Cain’s offspring and Seth’s offspring.  Remember that Cain murdered 

Abel, and didn’t show any remorse over it - but God let him live.  God’s Word describes how Cain’s line 

excelled in the arts.  They learned how to play music and forge tools out of iron and bronze.  This all reflected 

how WORLDLY they were.  Lamech was one of Cain’s offspring.  He wrote the following rhyme -  

 

      “Adah and Zillah, listen to me;  

         wives of Lamech, hear my words.  

         I have killed a man for wounding me,  

         a young man for injuring me.  

         If Cain is avenged seven times,  

         then Lamech seventy-seven times.”  

 

Lamech was arrogant and violent.  He didn’t need any marks of protection from God.  He could protect himself 

just fine.   

 

In the very next chapter we are introduced to a different Lamech - the offspring of Seth - and what a different 

attitude he has.  When he gave birth to Noah he said, “He will comfort us in the labor and painful toil of our 

hands caused by the ground the LORD has cursed.”   This Lamech of Seth from chapter 5 was much more 

humble and reflected faith in the LORD as he suffered.  Luther thought that this second Lamech may have 

hoped Noah would be the Messiah.  Here we have two different lines with two completely different focuses. 

 

But then chapter 6 then takes a turn for the worse.  When men began to increase in number on the earth and 

daughters were born to them, the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and they 

married any of them they chose.  Instead of marrying those of the same faith, they decided to marry based 

primarily on how the opposite sex looked, and everything went spiritually downhill from there.  The sinful 

unbelief of Cain’s line rubbed off on Seth’s line - and Moses wrote that the world became utterly “corrupt” and 

especially “violent.”  If you look at how old these people lived to be - five and six hundred years old - I can 

only imagine what kind of health and wealth they were able to accumulate.  Imagine if they trained how to fight 

during that time - how powerful they would be - and arrogant too.   

 

If it happened to them, it can happen to us as well.  Think of what Jesus prayed just prior to His death - for us - 

His believers to come.  

14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any 

more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you 

protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify 

them by the truth; your word is truth.  (John 17:14-17) 

Notice the way He describes His followers - He says you are NOT OF THE WORLD - because you have been 
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sanctified - that is “set aside” by the Word.  Peter referred to us as aliens and strangers here.   The way you raise 

your children, treat your spouse, conduct yourself at work - it’s meant to be DIFFERENT - not as in odd - but as 

in loving, forgiving, hard working and honest - gentle people - not harsh and full of violence.   

 

Take a look and see how violent and harsh our world is becoming.  I recall watching a television show called 

the Ultimate Fighter a few years ago.  They put about 12 young men in a house together; provided them with 

alcohol; and had them fight each other in a ring to see who would be the ultimate fighter.  A majority of these 

young men were the most vulgar and short tempered men you could imagine.  It didn’t take long for them to be 

in each other’s faces and cursing each other out; ready to fight at the drop of a pin.  When you see other shows 

with people such as Johnny Knoxville and Chelsea Handler, you see how violence and vulgarity has become 

such a natural part of this society.  I wonder if high school and college has become like this as well?  They 

showed a video of a high school teacher in Philadelphia being body slammed by a student, and none of the 

student body seemed to have a problem with this!   

 

The sad thing is that this type of behavior is becoming more and more normal even so many Christians.  When 

you go to a concert, does it strike you as odd - or are you uncomfortable when you find yourself singing songs 

about partying or getting drunk along with thousands of unbelievers?  Do you find yourself saying mean and 

angry things to your parents and think this is completely acceptable?  Do you post things on Facebook or 

Twitter with vulgar words and think this is acceptable?  Think also about the people you choose to date or even 

perhaps get engaged to.  Do they have any sexual discretion?  Have you engaged him or her in any discussion 

about what exactly they believe?  Do you ever stop to think about these things?  Do you even care?  Or are you 

attracted to the very things that should repulse you?  

  

5 The LORD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every 

inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. 6 The LORD was grieved that he 

had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 

 

Think about those first three words.  The LORD saw.  Can you imagine anything worse - than to have to SEE 

all the garbage that goes on in the world - every time a man beats a woman - every act of adultery - see every lie 

- every drug addict - hear every complaint - see it all?  The LORD saw - and by His nature He has to see 

everything.  Turn on TV shows like Cops and see what kind of garbage there is out there - who of us would ever 

want to see the garbage that goes on in every nook and corner of the world?   

 

He saw how great man’s wickedness had become, and the LORD was grieved that he had made man on 

the earth.  His heart was filled with pain.  Doesn’t that just strike you?  Before the Word mentions any of 

God’s actions, the first thing the Holy Spirit wants to know is what was going on on the inside of God - His 

heart was filled with pain.  God created these people.  He wanted them to repent and believe.  He wanted them 

to believe in Him and be blessed.  And all they did with all of their power and blessings was to completely 

abuse everything God had given them and reject Him as their LORD.  It hurt God’s heart to see what they were 

doing with His gifts.   

 

Maybe you’ve witnessed something similar with your children or friends.  You have such great hope for your 

children when they are young.  You pray for them - play with them - want everything for them.  When they end 

up rejecting all of that - for what - for drugs - a bad man or woman - money - you hang your head and are sick 
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over it.   Doesn’t it sicken you to see people’s businesses get looted and burned over the decision in Ferguson?  

You hear about kids who actually terrorize their parents or grandparents and actually threaten and abuse them!  

What an awful thing!  This is what bothered God the most - the violence that had come on the earth.  It still 

bothers God to witness the violence of Ferguson; the murders of Isis; the assaults and rapes that happen on a 

daily basis; and He sees it all.   

 

But God doesn’t just weep.  He also acts.  God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the 

earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. . . .  I 

am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has 

the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish.  In 120 years everything would be destroyed.  

Mothers, fathers and children would try their best to head to high ground.  Lamech, with all of his arrogant 

boasts would be powerless to defend himself against this force.  Sheep and goats would climb the highest peaks 

they could find.  In the end every last inch of earth would be covered.  Animals, trees, crops, and millions of 

humans would be crushed under the waters of the heaven and from the earth.  The Flood was no cute little 

picture of giraffes floating on the water with their heads out the windows.  It was a massive picture of 

destruction.   

 

II. Because of God’s Mercy  

 

Yet we can’t forget what else was behind God’s decision.  The LORD then said, “But I will establish my 

covenant with you.” The LORD had to keep Noah alive so that His promise to send the SAVIOR would stay 

alive.  The covenant that God had made with Adam - to send the offspring to crush Satan’s head; that covenant 

would stay alive by this destructive action.  It didn’t matter how many people had turned from God; it didn’t 

matter how many people and animals would have to die; God wouldn’t stop from pulling the trigger. God was 

willing to destroy the world in order to keep this promise alive; through one man - Noah.  How serious He was 

about this salvation!  What is more is that God was even willing to crucify His OWN SON and put Him through 

hell in order to fulfill this covenant!   

 

Our situation is not all that different from that which Noah was in.  God has told us the same thing would 

happen with this world; only with fire instead of water.  Jesus said that on Judgment Day people would cry for 

the mountains to fall on them to hide them from standing before their God on that Day.  But there will be no 

place to hide.  Not only will the earth be burned, but everyone will have to stand before Jesus to face His 

judgment.    

 

How did Noah survive?  But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.  Noah, and we, survive only by the 

favor of the LORD.  The word in the Hebrew is pronounced “kane.”  It comes from chanah – meaning to “bend 

down” – depicting a heartfelt response by someone who has something to give to one who has a need.  That’s 

what God had on Noah - in order that He could establish His covenant - to save the world through the Messiah 

to come - through Noah.  That is what we need from the LORD as well.   We need His mercy - and it is only 

found in Christ.  When we have that mercy, God will stop at nothing to save us.   

 

III.  Stay on board the ark 

 

In preparation for this destruction Noah had a straightforward task to perform - a 120 year project.   



4 

 

So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out. . 

. .  I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark—you and your sons and your 

wife and your sons’ wives with you. 19 You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, 

male and female, to keep them alive with you. 20 Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of 

animal and of every kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to you to be kept 

alive. 21 You are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you 

and for them.” 22 Noah did everything just as God commanded him.  

 

Noah didn’t argue with God.  He didn’t try to change God’s mind.  He didn’t complain about how long it would 

take or how hard it would be.   Nor did he hesitate to do exactly what God told him to do.  He didn’t 

procrastinate or take it to be a joke.  He got building a boat in order to survive the judgment to come - so that 

God could preserve Noah and keep His promise alive through him.   

 

In order to save you from God’s fires of hell Jesus took on a different project.  Instead of building an ark out of 

wood He had Himself fasted to a piece of wood.  Instead of building something to float away from the 

judgment, He put himself on something in which He would have all of God’s wrath flow onto Him - on the 

cross - to pay for all of our sins. 

 

In 1 Peter chapter 3, our epistle lesson for today, Peter used this story of the Flood as a picture describing what 

God does for us in our baptism.  When you were baptized into Christ it was as if He places you on the boat of 

Christ, crucifying you with Jesus and raising you from the dead with Him.  He delivered you from your sins by 

washing them away and gave you a pledge; that you can now have a clean conscience and be ready to stand 

before Him on Judgment Day, for your sins have been washed away in your baptism.  You don’t have to build a 

boat.  It was built for you when Christ died for all of your sins and rose from the dead.  Nor do you even have to 

get on this boat, for you were already placed on this boat in your baptism.  

 

This Advent season we are here to remember who our LORD is; what is coming; and what our God has done to 

rescue us from our sins.  We are also here to batten down the hatches; make sure we don’t fall off this boat.  

Anchor yourself securely on it; for there are rough waters ahead.  Do not jump ship - no matter what 

temptations are in the waters or what mirages of paradise the devil may offer.  Keep clinging to Christ.  Get 

your family and friends and bring them on board.  For without this boat of God’s grace and mercy in Christ 

alone, you will find yourself swimming in a lake of fire for eternity; and that is the last place you want to be.  

Amen.   


